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5 Marx and Engels” Thoughts on Public Opinion

* Wang Canfa, Xing Xiang

Based on previous researches, combining the background of the times, Karl Marx and Friedrich Engels
demonstrate the essence, characteristics, the main carrier and social function of the public opinion from the
perspective of social development. As a form of communication, the formation of public opinion has
spontaneity and universality. But at the same time, public opinion can represent and reflect the interests of a
certain class, class and group, and its demands. It has certain instability, and can be influenced by external
factors, such as war, interests, and the words and deeds of rulers and social activists. Moreover, the
expression of public opinion is associated with political consciousness development. The press is the main
carrier of public opinion. Marx and Engels made good use of newspapers and magazines to influence and
guide public opinion. In their view, the premise is that the newspapers expresses and reflects public opinion
in an authentic, objective, and accurate way. In terms of the social function of public opinion, Marx and

Engels think public opinion as a universal, covert, and coercive force.

15 Marking the “Site of Memory ” With Numbers: A Case Study of the Memorial to Victims in
Nanjing Massacre

* Huang Shunming

The History Textbook Event taking place in Japan in 1982 had instigated China’s “rediscovery” of the
Nanjing Massacre, which led to the establishment of the Memorial for Victims in Nanjing Massacre as a site
of memory. Seven numerical signs have gradually been introduced into the Memorial and weaved into a
unique network of signs. From the theoretical perspective of “place as assemblage,” this article explores
how these signs and the micro assemblages in which the former are embedded have been produced in
particular forms of materiality, how they exercise their functions of spatial definition and differentiation
respectively, how they have produced multiple discourses by means of metaphorical mechanisms, and how
they have been triggering or accommodating a variety of practices of memory with certain scripting effects.
These memory works that revolve around numerical signs constitute an important part of the place identity of
the Memorial.

38 From “Brothers” to “Them”: The Evolution of the Terminology for Victims of Man-made Disasters in
China (1949 - 2016)

* Yan Yan, Zou Wenxue

While individual death is the end of physical life, how death is defined, presented, and communicated are

126 2017 8



