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Critique on the Values of "Ugliness'' in Cyber—context
ZHANG lJing, GU Shubo

(Department of Arts and Law, Communication University of China, Beijing 100024, China)

Abstract:As an important approach to aesthetics, ugliness has special implications in the art of China and
western countries. However, the aesthetic values of ugliness are gradually losing their role in assessing the traditional
art: the aesthetic ugliness has degraded into the secular one. The phenomenon, characterized by deliberately pursuing
the effect of aesthetic ugliness and judging ugliness as beauty, entails three aspects:opposing the moral ethies,
abnormal biological nature, personal peculiarity, which renders the ugliness to be substantially copied in the artistic
creation of eyber—context. The loss of the aesthetic values in eyber—context results from both the aesthetic subject and
object, and the fact that the replacement of irrationality with rationality results in the disappearance of the aesthetic
subject and object. The present aesthetic values of ugliness call for the balance between the contemporary and the
spiritual meaning, aiming at two targets:first, preventing the aesthetic subjeect from being trapped into the failure of
understanding caused by the high—tech effect; second, hindering the equality between the art of ugliness and the
preach of present ugliness as well as the access to extremes such as fragmentation and the dissolution of implications.

Key words:"ugliness"; the opposition of ethics; the biologie nature; alienation of aesthetics; the restructuring of

value



